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Reflection | Full to the Brim…Under God’s Wing | Safe Space & Brave Space 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 | Knox-Metropolitan United Church | Regina, Sk | Treaty 4 Territory 

Cameron Fraser  
_____________ 

 

 
If God is a hen,  
 
We are under God’s wing.  
 
If God is a table,  
 
We each have a seat.  
 
If God is a house,  
 
We are safe from the storm.  
 
This fall, a United Church colleague and friend  
 
Who serves as Minister for Youth and Families at a bilingual United Church  
 
In Sherbrooke Quebec 
 
Posted an update on her Facebook page with the caption 
 
“So…I had a weird day” 
 
Below these words was a video of her standing on the steps  
 
Of the church where she serves 
 
Reading a statement  
 
First in English,  
 
Puis en français 
 
Informing media outlets gathered there  
 
That the Rodriguez-Flores family of three 
 
Who had been in the news the previous week 
 
Their legal attempts to receive Asylum  
 
Having been denied and who had been meant to report to the Airport the night before 
 
Were instead seeking sanctuary in the church building 
 
While they continued to press their case that they  
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Not be forced to go to a place where they faced very real threats to their lives. 
 
https://www.sherbrookerecord.com/plymouth-trinity-united-offers-sanctuary-to-family-facing-deportation/ 

 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/appui-la-famille-rodriguezflores 
 
https://www.change.org/p/we-appeal-to-quebec-canada-to-grant-the-rodriguez-flores-family-legal-status 

 
This past Tuesday, they held a vigil marking the end of the fourth month  
 
In which the family has found refuge in the church  
 
https://www.sherbrookerecord.com/a-vigil-to-mark-four-months-of-sanctuary/ 
 
If God is a house,  
 
We are safe from the storm.  
 
Tomorrow is the 14th day of the 3rd month 
 
3/14 
 
Pie Day 
 
It’s a big day for mathematicians 
 
I remember celebrating this occasion in my grade 12 physics class  
 
With a pie potluck! 
 
It is also a day in which Affirming Ministries  
 
Have begun to mark  
 
As a reminder of the three tenants of Affirm United/S’Affirmer Ensemble  
 
PUBLIC 
 
INTENTIONAL 
 
EXPLICIT 
 
P 
 
I 
 
E 
 
PIE 
 

https://www.sherbrookerecord.com/plymouth-trinity-united-offers-sanctuary-to-family-facing-deportation/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/appui-la-famille-rodriguezflores
https://www.change.org/p/we-appeal-to-quebec-canada-to-grant-the-rodriguez-flores-family-legal-status
https://www.sherbrookerecord.com/a-vigil-to-mark-four-months-of-sanctuary/
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https://pieday.ca/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g72enzmFiwU&t=71s 
 
https://vimeo.com/386311270?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=95739013 
 
Public, Intentional, and Explicit  
 
Affirmation of the beauty, and dignity of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit communities  
 
This year this moment comes 
 
Mere weeks after the Attorney General of the state of Texas took the extreme position that gender-
affirming health care for children should be criminalized as a form of child abuse and then days later 
the Governor of that State subsequently ordered state agencies to investigate parents whose children 
are receiving gender-affirming health care and threatened punishment for professionals who fail to 
report it. 
 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/25/texas-officials-threaten-transgender-children-and-families 
 
And then last week, the state of Florida passed what has become known as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill, 
which limits education on sexual orientation and gender identity in public schools. 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/08/dont-say-gay-bill-florida-senate-lgbtq 
 
Similar legislation is being discussed in the state of Georgia 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/mar/11/georgia-florida-dont-say-gill-bill-legislation 
 
One might wonder why state Legislature in the US South matters to Affirming Ministries in Canada 
 
Particular after Bill C4 which criminalizes the practice of Conversion Therapy  
 
Became the law of the land in January having received royal assent early December. 
 
Yet the fear of ‘if it could happen there, it can happen here’, (and the truth that there are Canadian 
voices espousing similar ideals) and the trauma of one’s hard-fought self-hood being debated in 
public spaces and receiving such scorn is significant. 
 
The Rev. M. Barclay , founder and director of enfleshed wrote a moving piece this week which 
poetically and prophetically lays out the power of affirming speech… 
 
These are their words… 
 

Every time the word “gay” rolls off my tongue…when the words “queer” or “intersex” or “trans” 
or “nonbinary” or “bisexual” bless my lips… 
 
no matter what I’m talking about, I am also, always, sending a love letter,  
 
casting a lifeline, praying a prayer, and yes, obviously, waving a flag.  
 

https://pieday.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g72enzmFiwU&t=71s
https://vimeo.com/386311270?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=95739013
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/25/texas-officials-threaten-transgender-children-and-families
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/08/dont-say-gay-bill-florida-senate-lgbtq
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/mar/11/georgia-florida-dont-say-gill-bill-legislation
https://enfleshed.com/
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So many generations of silence and slurs, of words of violence and of quiet, lonely does-
anyone-else-in-the-world-feel-this-way?  
 
My heart could burst every time I speak the imperfect but earnest attempts at finding ways to 
communicate lineages of “us.”  
 
Every word, a reaching toward each other.  
 
A “you’re not alone” or a “we got each other” and a “isn’t it divine, being this way?”  
 
It’s never too early to start teaching this love language and planting these seeds of assurance. 
Just thinking about it makes me want to sing the whole queer lexicon to the tune of ABCs to 
every new born baby.  
 
“Asexual, Bisexual, Cubs, and Dykes…”  
 
Train a child up in the way they should go, says the scriptures.  
 
And I want them all to go queerly, go freely, go in belonging.  
 
I want us to raise a whole generation of kids who never learn to hate themselves.  
 
Or to treat others like monsters.  
 
Or that there’s anyone even god is against.  
 
This is indeed part of my queer agenda:  
 
To expose children as early as possible to all the possibilities of their beautiful becoming.  
 
To leave no doubt that whichever way their love blossoms and their gender blooms and their 
body unfurls, they will be protected, cherished, celebrated, loved.  
 
In the world as it is, to even begin to balance out all the messages otherwise, these things 
cannot be said enough.  
 
So we say them in every form they take across languages and cultures.  
 
We say them as early and as often as we can.  
 
We say them, especially, when they're not welcome.  
 
We say them with all the love we’ve got and we will never, never stop. 

 
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ca98N4AMIiI/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/enfleshedword/posts/3204248719804823 
 

If God is a hen,  
 
We are under God’s wing.  

https://www.instagram.com/p/Ca98N4AMIiI/
https://www.facebook.com/enfleshedword/posts/3204248719804823
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Our Scriptures this morning  
 
Particular the Psalm and Gospel reading  
 
Speak of God as refuge 
 
A safe place  
 
The words of the Liturgy mirror this 
 
If God is a hen,  
 
We are under God’s wing.  
 
If God is a table,  
 
We each have a seat.  
 
If God is a house,  
 
We are safe from the storm.  
 
There are so many other things we might name this morning  
 
The people of Ukraine 
 
Ongoing military violence in Yemen 
 
The persistent struggle of Palestinian people seeking the right to return  
 
Clients of the SIS Social Assistance program  
 
And the increasing crisis of houselessness  
 
I don’t know about anyone else 
 
But when I listen and attend to the courageous  
 
Voices of the Rodriguez-Flores family and Plymouth-Trinity United Church  
 
Or Rev. M. Barclay  
 
And so many others 
 
I am struck by the bravery  
 
And power  
 
Of asserting one’s belonging  
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Against the tremendous tide of that which would ignore 
 
And I am humbled by my own lack of understanding  
 
And how much I have to learn  
 
Yet cautious that I do not glorify their resilience  
 
Without also seeking my role in addressing the particular structures and systems 
Which marginalize and exclude  
 
We have this thick woven wool blanket  
 
A variety of shades of green  
 
Which I pull over myself on particularly chilly winter nights  
 
We’re just hitting that point where it remains folded at the foot of the bed  
 
This winter I’ve taken to bringing it downstairs with me  
 
When I awake early in the morning  
 
To take the opportunity for an hour or two of quiet  
 
Before our house becomes a whirlwind of activity  
 
My practice is to wrap it around my shoulders 
 
Light a candle  
 
And with a coffee next to me 
 
Seek to come aware  
 
Of a place of stillness and calm within 
 
If God is a hen,  
 
We are under God’s wing.  
 
If God is a table,  
 
We each have a seat.  
 
If God is a house,  
 
We are safe from the storm.  
 
Yesterday, I was honoured to speak outside in front of the Legislature  
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Along with Elder Lorna Standingready and others  
 
At a Vigil marking the two-year anniversary  
 
Of the first case of COVID-19 in the province 
 
And remembering those who have died and those who have lost someone  
 
To the virus  
 
https://leaderpost.com/news/saskatchewan/vigil-marks-second-anniversary-of-pandemic-making-landfall-in-sask 
 

As I wrote my words for this event 
 
It dawned on me  
 
How heightened my own nervous system has become  
 
How my default somatic settings feel altered  
 
Changed 
  
Less resilient  
 
And so the practice of creating space  
 
Trusting the buoyancy of spirit-within 
 
Exists and awaits  
 
Not to make everything better  
 
But that a greater whole-heartedness is possible 
 
I wonder what sanctuary  
 
and refugee  
 
Means to you these days? 
 
I wonder what you make  
 
Of the relationship between safe space and brave space? 
 
And I wonder what that means for us collectively as a community of faith? 
 
 

https://leaderpost.com/news/saskatchewan/vigil-marks-second-anniversary-of-pandemic-making-landfall-in-sask

