
 The Season of Epiphany | Knox-Metropolitan United Church pg. 1 

Reflection| Who do we Say? How do we Say? Why do we say? How do we know? 
Sunday, February 20, 2022 | Knox-Metropolitan United Church | Regina, Sk | Treaty 4 Territory 

Cameron Fraser  
_____________ 

 
Who do you say that I am? 
 
Et vous…qui dites-vous que je suis? 
 
Mâduewch echâmâgî 
 
These words, echoing Jesus’ question to those close to him 
 
Expressed in English, French, and the dialect of the Stoney Nakota, on Treaty 7 territory, West of 
Calgary Alberta,  
 
These words make up part of the logo of the 44th General Council of the United Church of Canada 
 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/about/logo-and-theme 
 
Which began their work last Sunday morning 
 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/news/historic-united-church-canada-general-council-opens 
 
Normally, the General Council gathers, every 3 years, for one week in August 
 
It brings together people from across the church to attend to questions and possibilities, proposals 
and policies that will guide the entirety of the United Church  
 
Including the election of the Moderator 
 
This year, circumstances are different 
 
Notably, this is the fourth year since the 43rd General Council convened in person, they have done so 
since virtually, including agreeing to the necessity that they would offer one year more of service than 
initially expected, and to develop this plan for a modified format. 
 
Instead of people flying to one location, staying in hotels or residence, gathering hundred of 
commissioners plus staff and volunteer support 
 
The work of the church in this way is being approached through multiple online gatherings  
 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/agenda 
 
Which will culminate in August 
 
Those interested in the workings of the United Church can follow along  
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQDu-SgFb3RgnfAE-HUiSIM3VJMAqoc6d 
 
This question Jesus poses and the passage surrounding it 

https://generalcouncil44.ca/about/logo-and-theme
https://generalcouncil44.ca/news/historic-united-church-canada-general-council-opens
https://generalcouncil44.ca/agenda
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQDu-SgFb3RgnfAE-HUiSIM3VJMAqoc6d
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Is a moment in the sacred texts of our Tradition that is rich with possibility for reflection 
 
We might reflect on this moment as a means of reflecting on what it is we seek to do 
 
As a practitioner of a religion/spiritual tradition 
 
Collectively, as a community of faith 
 
As a spiritual tradition 
 
One way that this is often read is  
 
That Jesus is seeking the right answer to his question 
 
That he hopes that those closest to him 
 
The ones to whom he puts the question 
 
Will get it 
 
In a way that the crowds don’t  
 
The crowds, it is reported 
 
Say that perhaps Jesus is John the Baptist, or Elijah, or one of the prophets of ancient times 
 
Then Peter, one who is numbered among Jesus closest companions 
 
In this framework, gets it… 
 

Peter answered, ‘The Messiah of God, Ho Christos tou Theou, God’s anointed.’ 
 
When Matthew’s Gospel tells the story, Jesus responds: 
 

Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but [God] 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church. 
 

In Luke’s version, which we heard this morning there is no such response, nor is there in the book of 
Mark.  
 
Jesus’ response to Peter, as offered in Matthew has been read a number of ways, particularly this 
line about building a church upon the rock 
 
Does this mean Peter’s very person and apostolic legacy? 
 
Does this mean the theological substance of his reply? 
 
Church historians point to this moment  
 
And by moment I mean 100+ year period in and around the 2-4th centuries  
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When the Christian Church begins convening councils  
 
To come to a consensus about what the Christian movement will say about Jesus  
 
What shall be the rock upon which the church shall be constructed 
 
From there broadly speaking 
 
The Christian Tradition in many streams 
 
Understands itself as an unbroken chain  
 
Descended either from the lineage of leadership established by Jesus on Peter and then enshrined in 
the succession and transmission of leadership 
 
Or perhaps an unbroken chain of the doctrine establishes about what that church shall believe  
 
What shall be considered orthodox  
 
Established by consensus in council  
 
Enshrined in creed  
 
Transmitted from one generation to the next  
 
Wendy Farley, author of the book Gathering Those Driven Away offers this: 
 

“Tradition is what bears faith through time. It is the accumulated wisdom of centuries. It is also the 
accumulated victories of power as these are sedimented in the church”  

 
- Wendy Farley, Gathering Those Driven Away 

 
https://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/066423321X/gathering-those-driven-away.aspx 
 
In Farley’s reading this establishment and transmission 
 
Is not a value neutral process 
 
But one in which more than just wisdom is born through time 
 
But also struggles for power 
 
And suppression of variant streams  
 
(a phrase which means something very different in our current moment) 
 
Now the point of thinking about this is not to argue one version of ancient history over another 
 
But to reflect on how we in this moment understand and imagine our faith tradition  
 

https://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/066423321X/gathering-those-driven-away.aspx
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And experience it  
 
Need we understand ourselves  
 
As people of the Christian path  
 
As the bearers of an unbroken chain right teaching? 
 
Unitarian scholar and theologian Sharon Welch, in her book A Feminist Ethic of Risk  
 
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/ethics/workshop9/192044.shtml 
 
Names a distinction between consensus and conversation 
 
Consensus seeks a unity thought  
 
While conversation seeks a solidarity of relationship that accommodates a diversity of perspective 
 
Welch notes that since human relationships are never in a vacuum 
 
That neither is consensus  
 
But, that issues of power, privilege, position are always at play 
 
And that consensus on moral and ethical issues can be tricky to disentangle  
 
Conversation however continues with dynamic energy  
 
The vision becomes larger because of the presence of a pluralism of perspectives 
Dr. Christena Cleveland was the guest on this month’s edition of Contemplating Now a podcast from 
Christian Century that explores, as the name suggests, contemplative spirituality and social justice. 
 
https://open.spotify.com/show/19Ek1Hr0scRlkjVGlD7Vub 
 
https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/contemplating-now/episode-14-sacred-black-feminine-
conversation-christena-cleveland 
 
Cleveland defines mysticism as a “connection with one’s inner spiritual authority,” 
 
Noting that the idea, born from liberation theology, womanist and meujista theologies, that any one 
has access to truth  
 
Has been understood as dangerous throughout the history of religion 
 
I’m intrigued with this term, “one’s own inner spiritual authority” 
 
I’ve run across it a lot recently  
 
It’s got me wondering how Christianity in many forms diminishes this 
 
And how disconnecting and discombobulating this can be 

https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/ethics/workshop9/192044.shtml
https://open.spotify.com/show/19Ek1Hr0scRlkjVGlD7Vub
https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/contemplating-now/episode-14-sacred-black-feminine-conversation-christena-cleveland
https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/contemplating-now/episode-14-sacred-black-feminine-conversation-christena-cleveland
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Even the words of this morning’s passage,  
 

let them deny themselves 
 
Contribute to this 
 
What does a Church, living the liberative lineage of Jesus look like  
 
When it prioritizes, not the accurate transmission of orthodox consensus 
 
But a living experience of connection with one’s inner spiritual authority  
 
Inviting a deepened internal connection 
 
An exploration of intuition and imagination 
 
Creating space for that connection  
 
And the gifts of plurality that makes possible  
 
Recognizing that the Christian Way has made a virtue of self-sacrifice in ways that have not always 
been helpful or life-giving 
  
And imagining that there might be other ways to embody this. 
 
To take our work seriously and joyfully, cognizant of the great pain that religion can cause, but also 
cognizant of the great hope and freedom it can offer.  
 
We can be rigorous and open 
 
Compassionate and convicted  
 
It’s not just what we will believe  
 
It is how  
 
It is why  
 
It is a question of which of our personal faculties will we allow to be part of the work? 
 
It is a question of whose voices we will attend to in the work/in the conversation, the turning towards 
one another? 
 
There is also the question of what end we pursue?  
 
Do we seek to open up and expand? 
 
To connect with the depth of the sacred within 
 
So that this might be foundational to our embrace of the sacred around us and within one another? 
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That self-denial be born not out of a learned mistrust of the self, or a shame-based rejection of one’s 
own needs and hurts  
 
But instead might be more contextually and fulsomely understood as a disentangling one’s self from 
that which we are cultured into, that which does not serve our growth, healing, and awakening. That 
which disrupts our own participation ways of being and imagining ourselves and communities. 
That we might name wherein the sacred is tangled up and longs to be unbound 
 
A recognition that change need not be loss, but enlargement and invitation into deepening, 
broadening, a greater unfolding of possibility. 
 
Empowering ourselves to embrace our potential to be sacred participants in this perichoresis, this 
dance of belonging, creating, healing in and of the divine body that is our cosmos and communities. 
 
Our creed this morning roots us, with its opening declaration, that We are Note Alone, in our 
connection, 
 
Reminding us that our path is walked in service not in cutting us off to maintain and insulated 
theological stasis but a dynamic engagement in this world… 
 
 
 
 
 


