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Reflection | How did Jesus know whether or not the time was right for a miracle? 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 | Knox-Metropolitan United Church | Regina, Sk | Treaty 4 Territory 

John 2:1-11 
Cameron Fraser  
_____________ 

 

 
A word about why it is that certain passages become the readings  
 
And by consequence the subject of our reflecting  
 
On particular Sundays.  
 
The Lectionary appoints passages of the Scriptures to be read each Sunday 
 
Using the definitive article “the” can sometimes give an impression of a thing being 
 
Well, more definitive than it actually is 
 
The Revised Common Lectionary was published in 1992 
 
It follows a three-year cycle and is designed to invite the gathered church  
 
To hear, over those 3-years 
 
A wide swath of the Biblical text 
 
And there are other Lectionaries 
 
In 2010 a project called the Narrative Lectionary was formed 
 
It’s a 4-year cycle  
 
While the Revised Common Lectionary is focused on the worship patterns including an option for a 
Hebrew Scriptures, Psalms, Christian Scripture, and Gospel 
 
The Narrative Lectionary, as the title suggests is designed with narrative in mind  
 
As a result it includes one suggested text per week 
 
The Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney, womanist theologian and translator has created the Womanist Lectionary  
 
Which in format is like the Revised Common Lectionary   
 
But makes an effort to highlight those stories that centre the women and those who are left out 
 
And also the texts that challenge the church  
 
To face the uncomfortable moments in our texts 
 
When we read of those we have traditional called the faithful saints of old 
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Acting unjustly, causing pain and harm 
 
The Womanist Lectionary is unique in that Gafney, being a expert in the Biblical Languages  
 
Offers new translations, working from Hebrew and Greek manuscripts, for each passage that 
challenge choices that have been made in the past 
 
To render words and phrases 
 
And concepts in ways that enshrine power 
 
Its worth remembering that when we encounter the text 
 
We do so through decisions that have been made by others  
 
Who come from particular contexts 
 
Who hold biases and work with the knowledge of their moments and contexts 
 
So to engage these texts 
 
Calls from us  
 
A critical approach 
 
As in awareness and attention 
 
Not as seeking to point out the faults 
 
(although that may be part of it) 
 
This invites a certain humility about our Tradition 
 
That we can hold in creative tension  
 
A conviction that sacred text  
 
Can hold transformative power  
 
In our lives as individuals and community  
 
While also acknowledging that they did not float down from a celestial paradise on a cloud  
 
With harps as a backing track 
 
Yet we can find guidance 
 
Inspiration  
 
Courage  
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When we engage whole-heartedly 
 
It can be what the great Quaker teacher  
 
Parker Palmer 
 
Calls a third thing 
 
Because sometimes there are questions we might pose of our self 
 
And our own lives 
 
That are too difficult  
 
Too close to home 
 
And we need to create a bit of distance 
 
So asking questions of a third thing 
 
Like a text  
 
Gives us an inroad  
 
So the passage that we encounter this morning  
 
That Victor read for us of Jesus attending a wedding  
 
Invites any number of approaches 
 
As I was reading and pondering this week  
 
A question struck me 
 
Now obviously the main action in this text is the miracle of turning water into wine 
 
And there’s some interesting dynamics at play there  
 
Jesus’ initial scorn towards his mother  
 
And it is ok to disagree with Jesus in the text by the way 
 
His dismissal might invite reflection on whose voice is given heed to in our own lives and communities 
and who’s voice is often dismissed 
 
Likewise, there is a delicious moment that liberation theologians note 
 
In that, if this is, as is the pattern in much Christian community 
 
To be considered Jesus’ first miraculous work 
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What is this significance  
 
That it is the working class  
 
The often ignored  
 
The table servers who are in on it 
 
While the master of ceremonies and the wedding guests are none-the-wiser 
 
But if this is the central action  
 
The central tension  
 
Is Jesus’ initial unwillingness to respond 
 
Which begs a fascinating question 
 
How did Jesus know when it was  
 
And wasn’t time for a miracle 
 
Or in other words 
 
How does one know 
 
When surrounded by any number of calls for air and needs in the world  
 
How does one come to a place 
 
When one is clear  
 
About what good is one’s to do 
 
How do we discern and decide  
 
As we seek to live lives of love, beauty and service 
 
How do we know when to respond to need that comes to us? 
 
And I’m not convinced that this passage offers us the answer 
 
But I am also not convinced it need to 
 
Perhaps asking the question is work enough 
 
This is where we as a community of readers,  
 
a community of interpreters do our work of engagement with the text, and ourselves 
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What is our work to? 
 
In what way shall we undertake this work? 
 
Do we know enough about the issue at hand? 
 
What capacity do we have to respond? 
 
I was listening to a podcast in which a spiritual leader whom I very much admire was preparing to 
interview an author about their forthcoming book. 
 
This was in the small-talk preamble before they really got into things 
 
The author asked the person about to interview them how they were doing 
 
And the interviewer, the spiritual leader whom I very much admire 
 
Replied like this 
 
I am getting really clear about sort of things I want to be doing, and am focusing on that 
 
That response has been ringing about in my mind 
 
I am getting really clear about sort of things I want to be doing, and am focusing on that 
 
That statement feels resonant to this question I’ve posed from this text.  
 
How does one become really clear about the sort of things one wants to be doing?  
 
And how does one find the focus to commit to these things  
 
And how do we do so in an ethical and responsible way? 
 
How does this become not a question of preference and affiliation 
 
Caring about only that which we feel affects us? 
 
Are there issues of such significance  
 
That we must all find within ourselves and our lives 
 
Ways to engage? 
 
Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnston is a Marine Biologist and Climate Scientist 
 
For Dr. Johnston 
 
The issue of Climate Change  
 
Is one of those things  
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Of such sweeping significance that she is convinced  
 
That all people must find their way to respond 
 
And that while it is imperative that responses meet the nature of the crisis 
 
How and where we will respond  
 
Is a personal issue 
 
She offers a tool  
 
Which is actually a tool of discernment  
 
https://generation180.org/where-do-i-start/ 
 
Three interconnected circles  
 
First  
 
What brings me joy? 
 
This is important because of the scope of the issue 
 
It is both immense and also can be suffocating  
 
The Joy Circle is therefore important because it helps name that which is sustaining to us 
 
Second  
 
What I am I good at? What do I have to offer? 
 
She actually calls this the “Magic” Circle  
 
Skills, resources, networks 
 
The term “magic” implies an invitation to think broadly  
 
Outside the usual suspects 
 
And third  
 
What do I know about the nature of the issue? 
 
And where does that knowledge move me deeply? 
 
And when these three circles  
 
Are shown interconnected 
 
There will be an overlap of the three 

https://generation180.org/where-do-i-start/
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This is what Johnson entitles  
 
“What Should I do?” 
 
This is actually a profound model of discernment  
 
Extremely helpful for individual and communal organization 
 
When a status quo 
 
Of doing what we always have done 
 
No longer seems to fit with that which stands before us 
 
Letting us know that the proverbial wine has run out. 
 
When I heard that speaker, whom I deeply admire, 
 
Say that they were getting very clear in themselves about what they wanted to do 
 
One of the things that struck me 
 
Is the peace they seemed to have 
 
Following this person’s work 
 
I know that they are tuned into  
 
The very real and existential challenges of our world 
 
Those issues which people face 
 
That do great harm  
 
Structures and systems 
 
And I know that they hold a depth of commitment  
 
To respond fittingly  
 
To place their hands upon the very real wounds of our world and society 
 
But they have found that space of engagement  
 
I would even call it restful engagement 
 
Neither immobilized by the immensity and intensity  
 
And neither downtrodden  
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By the burden  
 
Or by the very human  
 
Inclination to link self-worth with effectiveness  
 
Might this be an invitation of epiphany  
 
This season of expansiveness  
 
To broaden our horizon 
 
Of where our world and own hearts call for engagement 
 
While at the same time settling more deeply into an identity of beloved-ness 
 
That we might attend to the needs of our own hearts without becoming insular and insulated 
 
And that we might respond to the crises around us  
 
Out of a space of grounded care and compassion   
 
Rather than anxious grasping 
 
Rather than allowing confident conviction to become complacency  
 
Next week’s Scripture invites us to continue to ponder in this light 
 
As in our stories,  
 
Jesus comes into the synagogue  
 
And interprets his own vocation of justice making  
 
In the light of his people’s prophetic tradition 
 
But in a way that challenges and discomforts the expectations of his community  
 
Upsetting their assumptions and biases 


