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_________________ 

 
Home is not necessarily a place, but where we find authentic belonging.  
 
We might understand today’s story as a young Jesus pursuing his theological education, 
increasing in wisdom even as a youth.  
 
After the Passover festival, he strays from his birth family to dwell in the Temple, listening to 
the Rabbis and asking questions.  
 
Jesus claims and takes up space, choosing to dwell where God has chosen him to be.  
 
Similarly, we all need homes of our choosing—  
 
people and places that welcome us just as we are.  

 
Over the course of Advent this year 
 
We have used the theme Close to Home  
 
As a lens through which to ponder our Scriptures  
 
And the invitations to dwell in  
 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
 
On the first Sunday of Advent, we pondered HOPE through the metaphor of Homesickness  
 
Homesickness for a world we know not but believe is possible and long to inhabit 
 
On the second Sunday of Advent we pondered PEACE through the metaphor of  
 
LAYING THE FOUNDATION 
 
As we thought of the words of possibility that Zechariah speaks over his newly born child, seeking to 
lay a foundation for who that child could become, and offering a path of possibility and freedom to live 
into that. 
 
On the third Sunday of Advent, we pondered JOY through the lens of A HOME FOR ALL 
 
We looked at how John who is called the Baptizer’s challenge to his community to economic and 
social justice  
 
Addressed the real concrete conditions that exclude others from community and shared life 
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And how this work of justice making is an act of joyous possibility 
 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent we thought about LOVE through the lens of SANCTUARY 
 
On this Sunday, Mary’s profoundly hope-filled song of freedom acts as a safe space for an afflicted 
people to place their hope for a better future, and how in the act of love (understood as a verb) we 
can make sanctuary for self and others. 
 
On Christmas Eve, our liturgy and reflections offered the lens of INVITED HOME through which to 
ponder in new ways to approach old stories.  
 
And now today, on the first Sunday after Christmas, we look at one final home metaphor in this 
series.  
 
Chosen Home 
 
Our Liturgy has lifted up the idea of choices again and again 
 
Inviting us to consider how we choose to show up in community  
 
Recognizing that there are often complicated and conflicting factors that affect how we feel able to 
make those choices 
 
We are invited to ponder how we choose to receive others 
 
Recognizing again that there are many complexities in that as well 
 
How do we hold space for self-actualization and self-regard  
 
In balance and sometimes tension with radical welcome? 
 
These questions become complicated and convoluted in an individualistic context. 
 
One of the challenges of reflecting on the ethical call of our tradition 
 
In the societal moments in which we find ourselves 
 
Is the tendency to individualize  
 
Rather than look at these things collectively 
 
And so many times we feel a deep sense of moral crisis 
 
And powerlessness  
 
As we look at societal and global challenge  
 
Whether that be climate change, vaccine inequality, poverty and homelessness 
 
These issues that call for system change yet are spoken about in terms of personal action 
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Which leaves us conflicted  
 
Even in crisis 
 
A discombobulating and disconcerting space from which to act and be in our lives and selves. 
 
Our reading from the Book of Colossians speaks of virtues of compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience using language of choice. 
 
Choosing these over other potential responses or approached to others, to the world,  
 
Even to our own selves.  
 
In this way, these echo the late bell hooks admonition  
 
To understand love as verb rather than noun… 
 
https://knoxmetregina.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Sermon-December-19.pdf 
 

Love is as love does.  
 
Love is an act of will—namely, both an intention and an action.  
 
Will also implies choice.  
 
The choice must be made  

 
This is of course easier 
 
And is 
 
I believe where it is necessary  
 
To speak of spiritual practice 
 
The Hindu teacher Dada Vaswani 
 
Turns the adage practice makes perfect on its head 
 
By noting that practice 
 
Makes possible 
 
In our Gospel reading  
 
We find a young Jesus  
 
One of very few narratives of Jesus’ life before adulthood 
 
Claiming space for self  
 

https://knoxmetregina.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Sermon-December-19.pdf
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A space of authenticity and integrity 
 
In her artist statement for our piece of cover art “Chosen Home,” Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity writes,  
 

“[Jesus] dives so deeply into the teachings that he shocks his elders, amazing them with his 
autonomy, knowledge, and earnestness.  
 
His actions threaten the status quo and also create a divide between him and his family of 
origin.  
 
To fulfill his ministry, he’ll need to leave his home, his parents, and many of his [community 
practices] behind” 
 

It’s an interesting lens through which to see this moment. 
 
Jesus as claiming for himself authenticity and integrity of vocation,  
 
sense of call, sense of self 
 
That necessitates a stepping out of alignment with those around him.  
 
One of the final lines of the passage from Luke,  
 
Echoes one of the closing lines of Luke’s nativity narrative 
 

His mother treasured all these things in her heart 
 

Half a chapter earlier Mary treasures in heart the things that the shepherds say of angelic 
announcements. 
 
Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri, and Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, in their commentary on this passage,  
 
Pose the question about whether we might be reading this with too much sentimentality. 
 
Where we read “treasure” the Greek verb, diatéreó, means “to carefully hold” 
 
Could we also read this as Mary holding fast to the troubling details of this event? 
 
Mary’s song of freedom recognizes the stakes of the vocation into which her child is stepping 
 
Confrontation with the powers of exploitation and dehumanization 
 
Citron-Oliveri and Garrity note that… 
 

In many ways, the process of seeking our chosen homes, our chosen families, and our chosen 
paths inevitably includes loss.  
 
What grief do you carry with you in this journey?  

 
What have you had to leave behind in order to fulfill your calling or live more fully into your 
authentic self?  



 Sunday, December 26, 2021 | Knox-Metropolitan United Church pg. 5 

 
What boundaries are important, necessary, or even sacred for you to follow this path?  
 

As many will know 
 
Last night  
 
The venerable Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa passed away at 90 years old. 
 
His joyful and whimsical demeanour  
 
Sometimes causes one to forget  
 
How he embodied that authenticity and integrity  
 
Akin to Jesus stepping out of alignment with the status quo 
 
And in so doing 
 
Living as a challenging witness to moment of unacceptable injustice  
 
In which we found himself 
 
In which we find ourselves 
 
Perhaps then it is fitting to end with some of his words 
 
This is from a Collection of Tutu’s prayers 
 
Published as An African Prayer Book… 
 

Disturb us, O God 
when we are too well-pleased with ourselves  
when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little,  
because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 
Disturb us, O God 
when with the abundance of things we possess,  
we have lost our thirst for the water of life  
when, having fallen in love with time,  
we have ceased to dream of eternity  
and in our efforts to build a new earth,  
we have allowed our vision of Heaven to grow dim. 
 
Stir us, O God 
to dare more boldly, to venture into wider seas  
where storms show Thy mastery,  
where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. 
 
In the name of [the one] who pushed back the horizons of our hopes  
and invited the brave to follow. 
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Amen 

 


