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Today is All Hallow’s Eve 
 
And in our Worshipping calendar we ponder the invitations of All Saints Day 
 
This morning’s reflection is very much reflection 
 
A sharing of wonderings  
 
And ponderings 
 
I hope you will pick it up as invitation to conversation 
 
Rather than an attempt at a definitive last word 
 
Tricia Hersey is the founder of the Nap Ministry  
 
https://thenapministry.wordpress.com/ 
 
She works in areas of black liberation theology, womanist theology, somatics, healing trauma and 
reparations. 
 
Her work surrounds rest as resistance to forces that exploit and dehumanize.  
 
In an interview she was asked about how one can rest knowing the urgency of crises around mass 
incarceration, ecological catastrophe and the like.  
 
How does one rest when private prisons, pipelines, and the like, are literally being built by round the 
clock construction teams while we sleep? 
 
She replied that she completely rejects the premise of this question.  

 
…it assumes that there are not spiritual forces that are working on our behalf. It assumes that 
the work of our liberation ancestors weren't seeds that were planted and are being tended and 
sown by our participation in their lineage. 
 
The work of liberation ancestors are seeds that were planted and are being tended and sown 
by our participation in their lineage. 
 

There’s this feature of Scandinavian Churches. 
 
At the front there is a communion rail. 
 
Where folks line up to receive the elements. 
 
Of course this feature is found in all sorts of churches.  
 
But in the architecture of these churches, 

https://thenapministry.wordpress.com/


 
Behind the wall of the chancel (the serving area) outdoor lies the cemetery. 
 
The symbolism being 
 
Is that the half circle, or half-moon which is visible  
 
Within the structure of the church 
 
Is in fact a full circle 
 
And that while the church that is living  
 
Gathers to receive and offer in the communion meal 
 
The church that has gone on 
 
And the church that is not yet 
 
Is gathered to complete the circle.  
 
https://www.northerncrossingsmercy.org/this-is-all-saints-day/ 
 
We opened this morning with these words from the Rev. Jan Richardson… 
 

When the wall 
between the worlds 
is too firm, 
too close. 
 
When it seems 
all solidity 
and sharp edges. 
 
When every morning 
you wake as if 
flattened against it, 
its forbidding presence 
fairly pressing the breath 
from you 
all over again. 
 
Then may you be given 
a glimpse 
of how weak the wall 
 
and how strong what stirs 
on the other side, 
breathing with you 
and blessing you 
still, 
forever bound to you 

https://www.northerncrossingsmercy.org/this-is-all-saints-day/


but freeing you 
into this living, 
into this world 
so much wider 
than you ever knew. 

 
Forever bound to you 
 
But freeing you  
 
Into this living. 
 
The Liberal Mainline Church holds this funny relationship with mysticism and mystery 
 
Which I think is tied up in a materialist worldview 
 
A colonial sense of dominance mixed 
 
An overreliance on the rational  
 
A fear of otherness and wildness 
 
It’s like in opposing the damage of dogmatism 
 
There’s been an overcompensation in another direction 
 
And a feeling of awkwardness 
 
Around our human intuition and longing  
 
And so, I think there is this funny dynamic 
 
Wherein we awkwardly intuit a beckoning otherness to mysteriously connect 
 
With that which is before and beyond  
 
We then lose a fluency in speaking about these things 
 
Or feel that such nudges possibilities  
 
Need be compartmentalized from our religious lives. 
 
These days of All Hallows, All Saints, and All Souls though  
 
Might they offer up an opportunity  
 
For greater integration 
 
If we reject the notion that to avoid being a bag of false promises to control and subdue 
 
Liberal religion must also become disenchanted and unimaginative  
 



What might be possible? 
 
Conservative religion held the possibility of being reunited with loved ones over the heads of its 
community as a threat. 
 
Act this way and believe this way lest ye be separated from your loved ones forever! 
 
Religions collusion with power and position complicates this of course 
 
And so we see religious rigidity positioning itself over and against science and medicine with 
disastrous results…but that’s in many cases about trying to enshrine a position of authoritarianism 
rather than protect and liberate.  
 
Mainline liberal religion, in its attempt to avoid that which is pernicious in this, as I’ve suggested, 
perhaps overcompensates. 
 
When we release our grip on power and influence and an assumed role of centrality in thought that 
was the defining role of church during Christendom. 
 
We are freed to something, which I think is much more interesting. 
 
Part of a larger conversation rather than a solo proclamation of certainty that no is interested in 
hearing! 
 
St Gregory’s of Nyssa is an Episcopal Church in San Francisco. 
 
https://www.saintgregorys.org/the-dancing-saints.html 
 
It is known for it’s unique architecture. 
 
Above its communion altar is a domed ceiling. 
   
It’s in the centre of a large circular room, big enough for the community to gather in concentric circles 
radiating outwards, and on the high domed ceiling there are colourful paintings of saints — some 
traditional and ancient, Miriam, Julian of Norwich, Francis of Assisi — and also Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, civil rights leader and supreme court justice Thurgood Marshall, Sufi poet Jalal ad-
Din Rumi, Malcolm X, Mahatma Gandhi and even Charles Darwin, all vividly painted taking part in a 
dance, hand in hand or hand on shoulder. 
 
The gathered community on Sunday replicates this circle dance while singing their liturgy. 
 
http://www.episcopalliturgy.org/blog/2016/11/18/dancing-saints-feeding-people-and-welcoming-all 

 
In so doing, they are invited to imagine themselves 
 
Walking in their lineage 
 
Tending to that which was sown and nurtured by it. 
 
To close, one last offering from Jan Richardson… 
 

https://www.saintgregorys.org/the-dancing-saints.html
http://www.episcopalliturgy.org/blog/2016/11/18/dancing-saints-feeding-people-and-welcoming-all


I find that these days offer an invitation to ponder the past. Not with a desire to return to it, or to 
second-guess it, but with a mindfulness of what has gone before, and perhaps to have a brief 
visit from the ghosts of What Might Have Been. 
 
Recognizing the ancient habit of looking to the past at this time of year, the church created 
new ways to remember the dead with practices in which we can still hear the echoes of the 
ancient celebrations. 

 

What stirs your memories in this season?  
 
Who are the folks, living or dead, who linger close in these days?  
 
Who or what haunts you?  
 
How do your memories help inspire your path ahead? 


